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IHE nobleſt Inheritance which the Intiatilants of this: 
Country have received from their Anceſtors, is the 
| Kiba the Prefs. It is this which: checks the hand of 
the Wyo when Morality and Religion have loſt their influ-- 
ence. It is this Which, by the downfal it threatens and has 
laden | effofed, damps the aſpirings of the potent villain. 


** an. its more bitter ſeverities are, in general, levelled 


12 1 


at the corrupt Stateſman, he ought not to be its only object. 

Every Character whoſe Follies may be the means of miſchief 
to Society, deſerves reproof and chaſtiſement; and while I 
leave to the Men the department of political examination, 
and the vices of their own ſex, I ſhall avail myſelf of 
the privilege which the Preſs affords me, to hold forth 
the examples of F emale Error Which are ſo glaring a diſgrace 

to the times wherein we live. The power which has ſome- 
times reſtrained the darings | of Ambition, and expoſed the 
deſigns of Treaſon, may, perhaps, give a Oy check . 
0 inſulting F. aſhion. 


To be the firſt Prieſteſs i in the Temple of this capricious f 
Deity, ſeems to be the principal object of Your Grace's wiſhes; 
and to diſpenſe its Oracles to the ſubmiſſive Multitude, 18 an 
office to which the duties of your character and ſtation are a 
willin 8 ſacrifice, : | rp 


* 


WnxV you began to breathe from the OG whnh muſt have 


accompanied your marriage with the Dukx or Drvoxsni xx, 


and to turn your thoughts to the character you ought to 
ſupport in the world; it was rather fingular, that among the 
i many parts of importance and dignity which ſollieited 
3 your choice, you ſhould fix upon one ſo trifling i in its nature, 


and 


653.1] 


and ſo unworthy your rank and underſtanding, as the Dif- 
penſer of Faſhions, and the Genius of Pleaſure. Much 
allowance, it is true, ſhould be made for your youth and 
inexperience; and ſome conſideration is due to the effects 
of a ſudden tranſition from the reſtraints of Childhood to 
the liberty of a Married Woman. To eſcape from the care 
of maternal vigilance, and to enjoy the unlimited indulgence 
of an Huſband; to exchange the inſipidity and ſubordina- 
tion of a Nurſery, for the ſplendors and command of a Pa- 
| lace; to hear your Beauty praiſed and your Graces diſplayed 
by the croud of Fops who ſurrounded you, and whoſe cha- 
racter you could not as yet be ſuppoſed to comprehend ; 
were circumſtances, I muſt acknowledge, | more than ſuffi- 
cient to inſpirea heart, young and inexperienced as yours, with 
an unguarded vanity. To find yourſelf, as ĩt were, by enchant- 
ment, in the higheſt rank of Nobility, and with the com- 
mand of a fortune ſcarcely equ alled in the Kingdom, might 


be expected to operate, for ſome ſhort ww: 4 0 che ſober 
rules of wa ee n 


Th. 


Bor it was 00 chat this. delirivin noi. be ſhorty 
over, and that the uncommon attention which your moſt ex- 
cellent Mother paid to your education, would ſoon produce 
the fruits of Prudence and Conſideration; and that your 
21 Under- | 


1 » 4 F 4 — 


Underſtanding, cultivated with ſo much care, would ſoon 
reſume the compoſure which had been ſo. greatly interrupted;. 
and exerciſe itſelf in the diſplay of Virtues that would add 
to the dignity of your rank, and render you the firſt Female 
Objo@ in theſe king han og ed e 11 


Bebe elevated ftation. held you forth to the particular 
obſervation of mankind: and. as you never appeared in the 


world until you were Duchxss or DEVONSHIRE „the curioſity 


of many Was kept awake to behold a Phænomenon of Inno- 
eenoe and Simplicity, which report had deſcribed you to be. 
The wiſe and the prudent! were happy in the expectation of ; 
your. appearance to erect a ſtandard of Virtue, where the 
. few-who dared to act in oppoſition. to faſhionable exceſſes, ; 
might find a protection. The modiſh Fools of the or her 
Sex, though they derived ſome hopes from your youth; 
were rather apprehenſive chat they ſhould not attract your 
notice, dr receive your miles. But the faſhionable Feels of 
your own were not ſo diffident. They had no apprehenſions 
that you would be loſt to the Pleaſurable World in the en- 
joyment of domeſtic pleaſures, and the diſplay. of real dig- 
nity. They had been corrupted, and were well qualified” to, 
exerciſe, withiaffured :facceſs, the arts of Corruption upon 

others. It was not their intereſt to have a pattern ef W 
ſenſe 


1 


ſenſe and propriety. in the firſt rank of Nobility! to contraſt 


With themſelves. Beſſdes, it was very natural; that with all 


| their inſenſibility to the cenſure of the World, they ſhould 
uſe their utmoſt endeavours to bring forwards a Cha- 


4 taceer, who, the moment it was betrayed into Levity and 


5 in, 


1d noe, would attract that odium which had ſo long 
he upon them. 1 0 not give You my opinion of their 
N ſucceſs; nor ſhall T tell you the genera al opinion of the world; 


1 hope Vour Grace has omething | in youre "own "ee & which 
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Pun 5 nothing, I muſt confeſs, fo Aattering: to 22 


— #1 wb 1 


nature a8 to direct and give y to othets. 8. "To be the Head 


of a Party in Politics, 4 Faction in Ci Government, ora 
600 in ey Has been thouglit ſuch an envied pre- 


ence, that ne have endea 70 
deluſive- ſituati 


Fortune dumme an ee ſuperiority of ſtation, and 


bench very un and beneficial influence ; to t 
away real conſe 


rive mee upon day : a 


d to maintain the 
ion at the hazard of life's : moſt ſolid ad- 
ntages; and even of Aife” itſelf.» But where Rank and 


of prudence, would 5 


quence for that which ariſes from being the = 
refs: of 4 faſhion, is degradation indeed: And to de- 
ta adopt Abſurdities which the 
waT * e inferior 


nity of giving an exa 


tv | 


Inferior claſſes are almoſt” ab; to imitate, is a weakneſs, 


which gives to fools a cauſe of triumph, and to the wiſe a 
8 for * condmiſsrativri.. Atte $013 01 * Cit akut $9014 
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Yous FIG is one ne of the firſt Women d in ache kingdom in 


rank, fortune, and beauty; ; ſo that vou. could have no real 


temptation to depart from chat dignity which ſhould bei in- 
"ſeparable from vou, under 2 fooliſh notion which, _miſleads 
ſo many, —of acquiring importance. The former gives you 
the moſt flattering precedence ; ; the ſecond obtains f for you 


whatever money can procure; and the third commands that 


admiration which 3 is the. grand object of all, but which, i * 
realy, is obtained by fo few, of IMs! ſex. 


| JV Da CIS ID 03-38 tis! 

| PARTICULARITY of dreſs; Gone i! not neceſſary to 
Aiftinguiſh you, nor to improve. thole charms which? 'when 
unadorned, are, in the language of the Poet, 2dorned the moſt: 
And as it was more than probable that; from Your Grace“ 


diſtinction and beauty, your taſte in dreſs would, ina great 


meaſure, influence the Female World, you ad an op 0 
ple of that chaſte elegance which 
would have heightened your own charms, and corrected the 


5 extravagance of others. Vou poſſeſſed the power of . 
ang folly or enlarging its dominion, and you choſe the latter, 
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I really did not bd to Rar he idea of chat pre- 
poſterous Plumage which was, at once, the ornament of 
your head, and the emblem of yourſelf, But as the ſubje& 
has fallen, accidentally,” before me,---I hall * it oy 
without an obſerration. FM 
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17 1 — ye i in 1 e clicuritances of life which would 
have qualified me for a friendly acquaintance with Your 
Grace, and I had, by chance, heard a declaration of your 
deſign to adopt theſe feathery ornarhents,---I mould have 
taken the liberty of offering to your attention ſomething like 
the following hiſtorical remonſtrance. I ſhould have inform- 

_ - ed you that Poets, Orators, andeven the facred Writers have 

ever employed the image of a F cather to repreſent Levity, 
"Moni and F olly . „That a Plume i is the ornament v which | | 

Waves over the baby brow of Ipfancy; and, fepping at once 


from the cradle to the grave, that it nods, amid t the honoyrs 
of funeral magnificence, : adorns. the hearſe, and trem blez 


over the bier. 55 ſhould ; alſo, have ſollicited your | —_— 
to the Bird whoſe ſpoils Joy w were about. tc > wear... I ſhould 
% Fit | W 1 1911 


have a told Your Grace, that the Oftrich, is c e f for. TH 
being a fooliſh bird, and that its infenfbility i is particularly 
known by 1 its total deſtitution of that tenderneſs which almoſt | 


. all 


her breaſt who, already is, or feels a with that ſhe. 


18 1 


all Animals diſcover for their young; an account whereof, it 


might be imagined, muſt occaſion very ſenſible emotions in 


* * 
an 
WW B48 


day. be, a Mother: % She drops Ber Eggs in the ſand. But 
as the Bible may not. be a popular Book with Your Grace, 1 
ſhall make the quotation as palatable AS poſlible, by pre- 


ſenting it to you in the beautiful paraphraſe of the late 


excellent and celebrated Dr. Youns. Deſeribing the Ofrich, 


he proceeds as follows: 5 „ 


„ „ 
— — 


5b 5 | het 1.1. 
While far the flies, ber ſcatter d Eggs are found, 


Without an owner, on the ſandy ground: 
Caſt out on fortune, they at mercy lie, | 
And borrow Life from an inclement ſky : JET 


Adopted by the Sun, in blaze of day, 8 

They ripen under her prolific ray. TP 15 

Unmindful ſhe---that ſome unhappy, 1 

May cruſh her ip in their n een bed. 
War effect theſe obſervations might have had, 1 know 


#L4011- '1 
not but 1 fear, if ſome flattering tongue had informed 


N you, at the fame time, that the Plumes alſo crowned. the - 
Helmet of the Warrior armed for congueſt---t th * woul d 


have been "_ forgotten. 6 
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Bor as if this cnament, childiſh 3 in Itſelf, and ridiculops 
1 Ar * . 


in its enormity, did not ſufficiently mark. and determine 9 
the levity of your Character, Jou muſt have recourſe to 


3441 


the garb. of Childhood, and appear in che moſt public 
Aſſemblies in the dreſs of the Nurſery. ---Shall 1 gueſs at 
the motive which induced you to adopt this abſurdity ; or 


ſhall 1 ſuppoſe that you acted from a Fpirit of coniſtency, 


i 1 "i * . 2 15 & 1 1 # 5 5 1 . „ a A SE is ry . 3 . 


and adapted your dreſs to your, conduct? If this Was the 
caſe, 1 ſhould hope that the ſenſe of propriety may grow 


upon you; ; and that while you preſerve this appearance of 


the childiſh ate yd war een its IN and 


preſerve it its ! innocence. 


a % * 4 Ds) * ». 
4 * 53 * „ £ 0 . F: 1 L [ &* : 


os you lad” no temptation to > adopt a an | abſurd mode of 


5 perſonal decoration, vou could neither be impelled, by 


any excuſe able motive, to ruſh at once into the extreme : 


a5 $$ {25 \ 
. 


of Dilip ipation. _ - You were not, like ſome new-mar- 
tied v women, to enjoy « a few months of London, and then 


bid adieu to it for years. You are not in their. fituation, 


Who, from the precarious nature of their circumſtances, are 


| reſolved to enjoy the world while they poſſeſs the means of . 


enjoying it. It is not to be ſuppoſed that you have ex- 
x; W any dullneſs or inattention | in the Duke your 


D. 0 Huſband, 
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Huſband, or that inſipidity in domeſtic ſociety which ſome 
women plead as an excuſe for facrificing the whole of 


their time to public engagements : and yet, with every 
probable means of enjoying every thing throughout | your 
life, you ſeem to be ſuperſeding the pleaſures of future 
years ; and with the moſt entire power of erecking a 

firm fabric of domeſtic happineſs, you chuſe your reſi- 
dence in the gawdy, unſubſtantial Temples of Pleaſure, 


where Syrens warble forth the notes of Deluſion, to charm 
the unwary into thoſe flowery paths which lead to the | 


caverns of Diſhonour. 


Is may appear e in me to wiſh you. were proud : 
but a juſt Pride is the ſource of every important and noble 


action; ; and even where it deviates into an. haughtineſs of 
demeanour, is not unaſſociated with ſome great and uſeful 
qualities. If your Pride had rendered you imperious, it : 
would have preſerved vou from levity: and though it 


might have made you leſs familiar with your inferiors, it 


would have prevented many perſons of your own rank 


from being aſhamed of you. It might, indeed, have en- | 


creaſed your reſerve; but, at the ſame time, it would 


have occaſioned your being more conſiderate. | Under its 
influence you | might, perhaps, ſometimes oyerſtrain the 


ep dignity 


[un] 


dignity of your ſtation ; but, at the ſame time, 500 
would be ſenſible that dignity belonged to it, and ought 
to be ſupported. — As a proud Woma: u you, moſt cer- 
tiny would not be free from errors but they would 
not be the errors of a thoughtleſs mind. Lou might 
then, perhaps, be too much attached to form and pune- 
tilios; but that i is a. ſtate. far preferable to a total abſence of 
all reſtraint.---In ſhort, you would have had it in your 
power to exerciſe the ſpirit of condeſcenſion, and the 


relaxations of 12 5 formality would not 1. degraded 
you. | 


Tus influence of Vanity, and which, I fear, is "tes; in- 
fluence that governs Your Grace, is of a very different 
nature, and more dangerous tendency. It leads to. every 
thing that is mean, rrifling, and frivolous ; and when once 
the mind and character are habituated to ſuch purſuits, 
the difficulty > returning to objects of conſequence and 
5 dignity is almoſt inſuperable. Pride oftentimes leads to to 
Independence; but Vanity is the verieſt Beggar that eyer 
aſked an alms. It has already rendered you dependant upon 
that Crowd, which as yet attends your public appearance ; 3 
from their attention . derive your happineſs „ and the 
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gaze of the vulgar eye adminiſters importarice to the 
Duchrss or Drvonsulxr. | 


11 SnazL | not; Ac preſent, enlarge © on the efficacy 3 
Naben and how they of high ſtation are bound to con- 
fider the model of conduct they hold forth. to the inferior 

world... 1 hall only obſerve, that theſe times ſtand ; in par- 


ticular need of virtuous example among Women of Rank 
and Dictinction. There never was a period when Prudence 


5 and Decorum ſtood in greater need of aſſiſtance and pro- 


tection than the preſent and bad as the times are, 1 
doubt not but you might have eſtabliſhed a mode of con- 


duct, which would have been truly honourable to youre. 
and produdtive of a very diffuſive good... 


Was I write, Madam, with freedom of your preſent 
demeanour, I encourage hopes, that you will ſoon diſcover 
how much you have miſtaken the road to Happineſs and 
Dignity. May the bleſſed moment ſoon arrive which is 
deſtined to unveil the Phantom that deceives you. It can- 
| not come "too ſoon, | as the effects of your example may 
5 ſurvive the example itſelf; and your paſt levities be quoted 
a8 authority, when your future prudence ſhall condemn 
them; and your wiſdom, as far as ĩt relates to yourſelf, 
make ample: amends for your folly. 


THERE | 


1 


THERE are many motives which continually awaken the 
recollection of the more enlightened part of mankind; and. 
chough a courſe of levity and diſſipation may for a time 
ſuſpend them, they ſeldom- fail to operate at laſt, and re- 
ſume ſome degree of influence over every breaſt in which 
they have been carefully impreſſed by an attentive. education. 
But bad example generally extends its. pernicious effects to 
thoſe, who, not having had theſe advantages, do not bear i in 
their breaſts · the antidete to them; and owe to the practice 


of their ſuperiors, that they continue under their influence to 
0 the end of their lives. 
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„og Grace 8 ien Was, te ders rightly informed, 
conducted in a. manner which at once diſplayed. the affec- 
tion and wiſdom of your noble Parents. Thee fond vigilance 
which continually hovered- over your intellectual as: well as | 
external accompliſhments, ſeemed almoſt to preclude a 


5 poſibility, of any material deviation from the path of de- 
corum; and 1; doubt not, though you are at preſent 
rather a diſcouragement to the watchful circumſpection of 
Parents to- their. Daughters, the time will come, when the 

ſeeds ſown in the Nurſery, however they may have been 


checked in their growth, will Heins aß, and producs the. 
faireſt fruits of Virtue, 
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To eall your attention to that Wette period, let me 
#030 alk. Your Grace, and may the queſtion paſs on to your 


heart, If you are happy? Do the triumphs der reaſon and good- 
ſenſe in giving, or, at leaſt, ſanctifying 2 groteſque Fathion Fo 
to the imitative Multitude, afford you any real pleaſure ? Docs 


Content fit ſmiling at your heart? Or does aloud, play 


ful gaicty deceive you into a belief that you are contented? 
When the day is paſt, and you prepare for repoſe, L Do you find 
comfort upon your pillow? and When NE" comes, 
Do you awake to Oladneſo? Fe eee eee 


IT is not only the good opinion of mankind wine Your 


8 Orace will forfeit by the levity of your manners ; ; your 
health will alſo ſuffer. Faſhionable Pleaſures are the foes 
of Beauty; and great and rich as you. may be, where will | 
be your comforts when the novelty of your appearance is 
over, and the Crowd no longer gaze? When wealth is loſt; 


every ſenſual ſatisfaction will be loſt with it: Pleaſures will 


then no longer pleaſe; Beauty will be ſpoiled of its attractions; 5 
and the Butterflies will have taken their flight to ſome new- 


blown flower, while you are forſaken by all but thoſe ren, 
ſites who are the diſgraceful appendages of Greatneſs, | ps 
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12 magnificence charms you, be magnificent | Your rank 
and fortune will juſtify the propenfity : and if a minute at- 
tention to perſonal. decoration and. the parade of equipage ory 
were to yield to the true objects of generous magnificence, oy 
the relief of Diſtreſs, the encouragement of Arts, and the ol 
patronage of Genius, it would raiſe you to an higher | 


degree of elevation than Kings have in thelr r_ roher to. 
beſtow. | FE 


, 


Tut Age, in ae offers to Your Grace a angular 
and moſt happy means of diſtinguiſhing your 'beneficence, | 
in holding forth to your Patronage ſo many of your own 
Sex who are eminent in almoſt every branch of Art, | 

Science, and Literature. T prefide over, encourage and 

protect the Female Genius of your Country, Jodid be 

a ſituation ſo honourable to Yourſelf, ſo beneficial to 

the Community, and, What, perhaps, would be more 
alluring, ſo replete with novelty, that one would think | 

it impoſſible ſuch a pre-eminence ſhould not be defired by 5 

you. Haſte then to attain it! and lay afide that Levity 1153 

which though Vouth and "1 8 ſho . 
render graceful, haz eg ah "2 ? dy to fade e the oye! 1 20 
of your moſt profeſſed dmiters. 11 
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© You may laugh at public opinion, and 3 your 
boaſt of an inſenſibility which diſgraces the human hearts: 
But be aſſured, Madam, that the laugh will be. returned; 
loud enough to reach you, elevated as you are, and bear 
a ſtinging mortification along with) it, from which your 


inſenſibility cannot protect you. The good ſenſe of 
Mankind, 5 ſpite of bad examples, is not entirely ex- 
hauſted; and if the Great deſerve contempt,---Birth, 


Title, and For tune, nay Royalty itſelf, will not preſerve | 
| them from frequent. and inconteſtible aſſurances that they | 
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